Despite the fact that they were not produced there, polychromes were used by individuals and house holds of both high and low status. Polychrome bowls and vases were used for daily consumption by all households; however, only higher-status households had access to several vessel shapes, Although there is some ephemeral evidence for pottery production at Upanca, it is very unlikely that polychromes were actually produced there.
Because compositionally the polychromes from
Upanca match the main polychrome group sourced to Cahuachi, we argue that the evidence found for pottery production in excavations must be related to the production of plain utilitarian vessels, which includes cooking pots and storage jars at Upanca. 
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